
SPDC SCHEME (SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME FOR 
DIASPORA CHILDREN) 

 

FOR NRI, PIO & CIWG STUDENT COMMUNITY  

 

1.  Scholarship Programme for Diaspora Children enables 
Children of Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Non-Resident 
Indians (NRIs), to pursue Under Graduate courses in Indian 
Universities/Institutes in different fields (except medical and 
related courses) both professional and non-professional in 
Engineering/Technology, Humanities/Liberal Arts, Commerce, 
Management, Journalism, Hotel Management, 
Agriculture/Animal husbandry etc. 

2. NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS:  

Total No of Scholarships = 150 

Scholarships for NRIs and PIOs = 100 

Scholarships for CIWG = 50 

33 Scholarships earmarked for Children of Indian workers 
(CIWG) in the 17 Emigration Check Required (ECR) countries 
who have studied outside India till +2 / Equivalent subject to 
fulfill ing eligibility conditions 

17 Scholarships earmarked for Children of Indian workers 
(CIWG) in the 17 Emigration Check Required (ECR) 
countries who have studied in India till +2 / Equivalent 
subject to fulfilling eligibility conditions 

If any of these seats are not filled up, they will be made 
available to applicants from other categories under SPDC and 
vice-versa 

3. Eligibility Criteria for Various Categories:- 

(a) "Persons of Indian Origin" (PIOs) shall mean the 
Persons who are citizens of other countries (except Pakistan 
and Bangladesh) who at any time held an Indian Passport, or 
who or either of his/her parent or any of his/her grandparent 
was a citizen of India by virtue of provisions of the 



Constitution of India or Section 2 (B) of Citizenship Act, 1955 
(Act No. 57 of 1955).  

(b) "NRI" in this context means Non -Resident Indians as 
defined in Income Tax Act, 1961 with the following 
clarifications: An individual is Non-Resident, when he/she is 
"not a resident" or who is "not ordinarily resident". A person is 
treated as "not ordinary resident" when any of the following 
conditions is satisfied. (1) If he/she has not been resident in 
India in nine out of ten preceding years; (OR) (2) If he/she has 
not been in India for a period of 730 days or more during the 
preceding seven years.  

(c) Children of Indian Workers in ECR countries (for the 
purpose of availing scholarship under SPDC): Children of 
Indian workers must have had passed 11th and 12th standard 
or equivalent from any of the ECR countries (Afghanistan, 
Bahrain, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, 
Malaysia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, 
United Arab Emirates and Yemen).  

(d) To apply under the quota under category of Children of 
Indian Workers in ECR countries, who are left behind in 
India, the candidate must have passed the Senior Secondary 
(10+2) or equivalent examination from a system of education 
recognized by the Association of Indian Universities (AIU).  

(e) Children of Indians residing in Nepal will be eligible for 
SPDC on fulfil lment of following two criteria: (i) Both parents 
should be registered in the Mission/Post in Nepal for a 
minimum period of four years. (ii) The applicant has done at 
least four years schooling including two years of classes XI & 
XII in Nepal just prior to application. 

Note – Children of PIO/OCI/NRI who have not passed the 
qualifying examination i.e 11th and 12th standard or 
equivalent from a foreign country except in the case of 
children of ECR country workers who are left behind in 
India, are not eligible for SPDC. 

4. Other Eligibility Criteria:- 



Age: The SPDC is open to applicants in the age group of 17 to 
21 years as on 31st October 2019.  

Academic Qualification: Qualifying Examination: The 
candidate must have passed the Senior Secondary (10+2) or 
equivalent examination from a system of education recognized 
by the Association of Indian Universities (AIU), with requisite 
subjects.  

Minimum Marks in qualifying Examination: The candidate 
must have secured a minimum of 60% aggregate marks or 
equivalent grades in aggregate of all the subjects in the 
qualifying examination.  

Subjects of Study in Qualifying Examination: The candidate 
must have studied the prescribed essential subjects at the 
qualifying examination level to pursue a particular course of 
study. 

INCOME CRITERIA: Income criteria will be applicable to all 
categories of candidates i.e. NRIs & PIOs The total monthly 
income of the parent(s) of the candidate should not exceed an 
amount equivalent to US Dollars Four thousand (US$ 4000). 
The applicants’ parents will provide a self attested salary 
certificate from the employer. 

5.  Financial Assistance: The scholarship amount is given 
for payment of tuition fee, admission fee and post admission 
services including hostel fee but excluding payment of food 
charges. In the First Year partial financial assistance is upto 
75% of the total Institutional Economic Cost subject to a 
maximum of US$ 4000 per annum. The financial assistance is 
also given in the second year and subsequent years, the 
details of which are available in the guidelines on the SPDC 
website. 

Candidates securing admission in undergraduate courses in any of the 
following are eligible to apply for SPDC:- 

A. Central Universities of India offering Under Graduate Courses, 

B. Institutions accredited "A” Grade by NAAC; and  



C. Institutions covered under DASA Scheme: National Institutes 
of Technology (NITs), Schools of Planning and Architecture 
(SPAs), Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs). 

6. The interested candidates can log on to/ register on 
www.spdcindia.gov.in  for details and apply on the portal. Last 
Date for submission of Completed Application Form online on 
SPDC portal (http://spdcindia.gov.in) is 30th November 2019. 

Please note that applications in any other format or in hard 
copy will not be accepted. 

 

http://www.spdcindia.gov.in/

